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often rather dark-skinned. They might resent it, and some of
them arc among the best fighters in the world. They have got
the blood in them of those Egyptian warriors who conquered the
whole of western Asia. They may even be the descendants of
those Semitic Carthaginians who almost deprived Rome of the
mastery of the Mediterranean. They may be the great-grand-
children of those Arab conquerors who not so very long ago over-
ran the whole of southern Europe, or the children of those
Algerian chieftains who put up such a terrific struggle when
France tried to conquer Algeria and when Italy tried to get a
foothold in Tunisia. Even if their hair be a little kinky, be careful
and femcmbcr the fatal day in 1896 when the fuzzy-haired Ethio-
pians pushed the white-skinned Italians into the Red Sea.
So much for the Hamites, the first people the Europeans saw
after they had sailed successfully across the Mediterranean. And
little need be added about the Semites, with whom the Europeans
came into very painful contact when Hannibal introduced the
domesticated elephant to die plains of the Po. But once Carthage
had been destroyed the road to Africa lay open; and it is a curious
fact that so few Europeans availed themselves of the opportunity
to find out what lay beyond that vast sandy region to which the
Romans had given the name of Numidia.
Nero, of all emperors, was die first to take a serious interest in
African exploration. His expeditions apparently got as far as that
village of Fashoda which some thirty years ago was almost the
cause of a war between France and England. But the Nero-Nile
expedition docs not seem to have been the white man's farthest
south even in those long ago days. It now seems likely that the
Carthaginians several centuries before had already crossed the
Sahara and had visited the Gulf of Guinea. But Carthage had
been destroyed, and all knowledge about that central part of
Africa was definitely lost For the Sahara was a barrier which
frightened even the hardiest explorers. They might, of course,
have followed the coast regions. Europe has a coastline of 23,000
miles, while Africa, Aree times its size, has a coastline of only
19,000 miles. And these were so completely lacking in harbours,
that the problem of getting a fresh water supply became an almost